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record 409-car entry list was matched by big crowds at
Pukekohe. | can’t remember a better attendance at a clas-
sic meeting at Pukekohe in the last decade.

Nurnbers at Taupo were modest by comparison, but the weather
was great, the hospitality spot-on and the racing egually compelling.

The presence of overseas competitors and cars, especially
from Australia, England and the US, was a fitting tribute to the
Formula 5000 and Formula Junior. Twenty-six entrants for the
F5000 events helped to recapture the grandeur of the Formula
which excited us 40 years ago.

Every bit as captivating for the single-seater purist was the
40-car entry list of Formula Juniors. Amazingly, we're celebrating
50 years of the Formula’s inception. For many greats of inter-
national racing, it was a precursor to Formula 1. It was also the
heart of evolution for racing cars, and much of the development
of chassis design and the progression to rear-engine cars was
mirrored in Formula Junior during its short, but significant impact
on motorsport. Cars from across the period and the world were
here to help us celebrate; Cooper, Brabham, Lola, Lotus, and an
array of lesser known, but nevertheless fascinating, offspring.

Ambitious programmes

The Tasman Grand Prix meeting at Pukekohe had an ambitious
40-event programme over two days, the Taupo one 36, with a
challenging 14-race groups. Some of the size of the events came



